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Please join us in celebratmg the festival of [Lghts withan evening of dinner, dancing
> R = O ! : . ! L &
& music. This would also bean opportumity foryou to contribute to the education of

underprivileged children in Anbalayam through (TamilNadu Foundation).

Musicconcerl b %

SWARALAYA”

Sahu’da}x November2ond 2014. Fall Creek \f’a“e},r‘ Midcdle School
4.00 PM-8.30 PM 19701 E G3rd Street, Lawrence IN 46236.
For more information—317.019.9026 [ Sangam tamil@gmail.com
= = g ' )

www.indytamilsangam.com
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Abirami & Nivedha Meyyapan (visited Anbalayam in summer of 2014)

We live in a country in which there is an abundance of everything, not only land and money but also awareness.
There are special schools, special teachers, and special classes specifically designed to help students with mental and
physical disorders. In contrast, we come from a country where there is still an exceptional amount of growth to be
had; however, that gap is growing less and less and | understood this when visiting Anbalayam this summer. We met
dedicated teachers, an inspirational physical therapist and last but certainly not the least, some very beautiful and
innocent children. The second | took out my camera, the kids surrounded me, posing heroically for their moment of

fame. It was very cute to see them all try and get inside

the frame, not wanting to be left out. Something I no- ANBALAYAM
THANKS TO TNF

ticed at the school was that the kids were very united.

When my sister, Abirami, and | were passing out dates, if
one of the kids hesitated to eat or didn't take the food, the
kids sitting close by would always help out. Even for a just

a picture, the kids always tried to pull their friends in too.

After meeting the faculty and interacting with the
children, we went outside to see the construction of the

new buildings.

www.indytamilsangam.com 6



It was really heartwarming to be able to physically view the progress of the new buildings. Accompanied
with the excitement was a sense of pride that we, the Tamil Sangam of Central Indiana, were able to contribute
something to these amazing children. Of the three buildings being constructed right now, one will be used as a hall,
one as a classroom and part of the other as a teacher’s prep room. One of the three upcoming new buildings at An-
balayam will be named TSCI Hall in recognition of our significant contributions. Hopefully, the development of these

buildings will facilitate learning as well as improve the living quarters of these kids.

It's a great idea for more kids to get involved in this and visit the school because personally, | really enjoyed

the experience and at the same time it was very thought
provoking and touching. Before going there | had the
misconception that most of the kids wouldn't be able to
understand what | say or interact extensively but | was
wrong. It would be incorrect to label them all as mentally
challenged because each child had a unique personality, ' .

regardless of his or her disability. We spend a lot of time

here focused on ourselves, consumed in our own small

community out there. These kids are only a select few in
one city- | can hardly imagine how many similar children
- are in Tamil Nadu, let alone all of India. With our Charity
~ program this year and in years to come, hopefully we

»

can continue benefitting more schools like Anbalayam.

Abirami & Nivedha
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Members in the News letter

TSCI Tamil Oosai is pleased to publish any significant recognition from any of our community
members. Please contact one of our Executive Members and send them the information via
email. TSCI encourages members to provide articles and advertisement for future Newsletters.

Current & Upcoming E

Sumeuef H@maNPM on 22 HEULDLI 2014.

We encourage anyone who has an interest in Tamil language and culture to become a member of the
Tamil Sangam. Visit us at: www.IndyTamilSangam.com

We have added a new domain to our Tamil Sangam Website http://indytamilsangam.org. Also we have
redesigned our website to include more information about our Tamil school classes, homework and
schedule.
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